
Meeting of the Rules Commission of the ISMF 

Date: 3 May, 2021

Convocation Time: 16:00


Place: On-line (ZOOM)


Minutes draft_NC MF


Attendants:

Roberto Cavallo

Tim Zander

Oriol Montero

Josef Gruber

Marianne Fatton

Nicolò Canclini

Jordi Canals

Pierre Dupont

Olivier Mansiot

Absents:

Ram Mikulas

Malik Fatnassi


Agenda:

Schedule

16h-16:05 wellcome

16:05-16:15 Approval of the minutes

16:15-18:45 Sporting Rules Motions. Athletes, Coaches, Roberto and others.

18:45-19h Ending meeting


The meeting starts at 16:15


Malik’s temporary resignation of his position in the Rules Commission 
Everyone agrees to continue to send him the minutes. It’s a personal decision and it is important 
to keep him updated to continue collaborating.


Ski breaks 
Roberto asks Oriol how it will be set up next year.

Oriol: a document has already been prepared with the technical group of the brands but we have 
to define in which positions the ski brakes should be for each part (downhill, uphill, etc.). 

Roberto suggest to arrange the appendix concerning the ski brakes early enough, with the 
Plenary Assembly in September it is too late. Only the producers in the Pool already know the 
specifications, the others don’t.


Approval of the report of the previous meeting with the changes made by Marianne 

Continuation with the motions of the athletes 

Ceremonie motion 
Marianne: the problem is that the official ceremonies are never at the same place and time and 
sometimes it is difficult for the athletes or coaches to know. The place and time must be clear. 
Josef: we have to be careful with the timetable, we must avoid having the flower and the official 
ceremony at the same time as the arrival of a category. 

Robert explained that the organisers, for the marketing, sometimes want the official ceremony not 
just after the flower ceremony but in the center of the village during the afternoon. He also 
observe that this season the official ceremony often was on the competition field and that it may 
be a good solution to find an agreement with the LOC to continue on this way but not to make it 
compulsory. 

Nicolo agrees and proposed to change the penalty for an athlete’s absence from the ceremony. 
Instead of disqualification he proposes to give a fine. The fine will be the amount of the prize 
money and will be paid to the ISMF. 




Everyone agrees with this.

Roberto will write a proposal for the timing of ceremonies.


Photo finish 
Oriol explains that is already compulsory to have a videocamera on the start and finish line.


Transitions area :

Marianne explained that at the World Championships sprint in Villars there was not enough space 
in the zones for 6 athletes. 

Oriol explains that this rule already exists and that Villars is not a reference.

Nicolò explains that the exit must be opposite to the entrance to the zones, otherwise the first 
athletes will clump together at the beginning of the zone and it is complicated for the following 
athletes.

Oriol agrees and suggests to make a recommendation in the organizing rules.


Flags 
To avoid the athletes cutting, Marianne proposes to put 2 flags at each bend and the athletes 
have to pass between the two flags. 

Oriol explains that it is complicated to prepare this for the LOCs and to control the whole course 
for the referees. He knows that some athletes do it but if they don’t have the video they can’t put 
a penalty. 

Olivier agrees that it is not nice to see athletes cutting but he agrees that it is not possible to 
control everywhere. He thinks it might be a good idea to put 2 flags, but he thinks it should be in 
the organization rules. 

Oriol says that not many athletes do this and thinks that if they are given 1 or 2 penalties for it 
they will stop.

Nicolò agrees with Oriol. He explains the problem is that behind the first who cuts everyone 
follows and the track is then too steep and difficult for the athletes. Marianne agrees and says that 
this is what happened at the World Championships and the women had a really steep course.

Jordi says that concerning the 50m from the flags on the descents is too complicated to judge.


Marianne asks about changing skins outside the manipulation areas, it is not clear if this is 
allowed or not. 

Oriol explains that it is possible and that athletes can ask questions about the rules throughout 
the season.


Change broken materials 
Nicolò proposed to be able to change broken equipment (skis and poles) everywhere. 

Oriol explains that this rule is to be more fair with the smaller nations.


Penalties for false start, final corridors and podium 
Already discussed


Coach motions 
Skins position in the suit 
Josef suggests to have more simple and clear rules. Especially about the skins position the 
appendix permit an exception but is not clear if it is for the uphill, the downhill or both. 

Olivier observes that the basic idea is to not lose equipment in the mountains and to have a 
composed image of the athletes. 

Josef will write a proposal for the position of the skins both in uphill and downhill.


Binding 
Oriol: it is already compulsory to use non-automatic bindings. For the brands is clear and as 
referees we will be more restrictive next season but it is difficult to control in the races.

Josef: the ISMF should be able to certify the products. 

Jordi proposes an ISMF’s sticker to put on the certified equipment. To have the sticker the brands 
should pay the ISFM.

Roberto says this would be difficult for ISMF. At the moment there is also the problem that not all 
the equipment manufacturers who give equipment to the athletes are in the pool but we may 



make it compulsory. For example in alpine skiing, athletes are not allowed to use equipment that 
is not in the pool. 

Nicolò thinks that it would be good if this was also for the ISMF. 

Oriol also agrees, also because of the insurance.

Josef: ok, but it’s different the technical approval to the sanctions of the referees if an athlete use 
not regular equipment. 

Oriol explains that at the moment the brands self-certify the equipment and the referees cannot 
oppose to this. If the material is self-certification by the brands and an athlete use it even if the 
referee knows that it’s not according to the rules he cannot give sanction.

Jordi: we urgently need an independent safety commission, especially thinking about the 
Olimpycs.


Referees motions 
Height differences of the races 
Oriol propose to modify the height level of the categories to reduce the numbers of tracks. 

Nicolò: some modifications would increase	 the minimum and maximum height level for the youth 
categories but according to a medical study (seen with the Italian team) we should reduce them 
for the health of the young athletes who are in a developing ages.

Oriol: ok then we should ask to the medical commission about this.


Relay composition 
Oriol: the proposal is to introduce a mixed relay composed by 2 female and 2 male athletes.

Roberto: we promised to introduce this kind of relay in the European championships to the IOC. 
The purpose is to have more nations participants, so maybe it would be better to have a mixed 
relay composed by 1 female and 1 male athletes. 

Josef agrees with Roberto, 2+2 is too much for small national teams. Is better to do like cross 
country skiing and biathlon.

Jordi:1+1 with 2 laps for each athlete would be good. 

Oriol agrees and explains that anyway is important to have the same number of male and female 
for equity. The IOC insists on this. 

Josef propose to have a track shorter then the traditional relay, very technical and that allows 
numerous overtaking, this would be good for image.

Oriol asks if we want to continue also with the traditional relays 

Nicolò explains that for an athlete to do two race in one day is too much, no matter how long they 
are. 

Josef: the risk if we will do 4 relay in a day is to have less teams in each one.

Everyone agrees we have to think about this and write some proposals.


Ski breaks 

Proposals of the brands.

Nicolò: the athletes don’t agree with the introduction of the ski breaks but I think the first problem 
at the moment is that the most of us still don’t have the ski breaks. The brands have had 4 years 
to build them and we will have just a few months to test and adapt before the world cup races. 

Oriol explains that the ski breaks will be necessary for safety and insurance.

Pierre confirms the ski breaks introduction in the next world cup season. 

We will continue the discussion in the next meeting.


Next meeting 14/05/2021, 16:00-18:00 


